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Chapter of his Prophecies, is 
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ll: well known to all thoſe 8 
* Z Jerom, St. Gregory, and = 
learned Fathers 
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dhe —— and comprel enſwwe 
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towards an elucidation, 


eU TA c x. 
ſcene which was then ſhewn to 
. the Prophet. Neither can any 
help be obtained from the Jews 


they 


having never pretended to at- 
tempt it. The Jewiſh Syna- 


« gogues, fays St. Jerom, © are 


* 


| filent upon the interpreta- 
edging, it is be- 


ond man's capacity.“ (in 
Ezech. c. 1.) The modern Gon: 


mentators likewiſe have found 


ad. that! 


Ferent 1 interpreta- 
"3 2:4; tions 


Ar mw obſtructed by the 
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fatisfatory, * otwith 
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tions,” hitherto given of 
myſterious Viſion, have prov 


anding 


%» Aa 


this general failure of fu 
we hope not to incur the cen- 
ſure of preſumption, if we have 


. 


offered at a new interpretation. 


It has always been reputed lau- 
dable to ſearch into the Scrip- 


7 


tures, and to attempt their elu- 
cidation. Such has been the 
practice in all ages. In pro 


ſing our thought 


s, we do ne 
pretend to have Ttainly hit the 


mark, bat we i invite the Scrip- 


ture-Students to give it a free 


. of of 


examination, and then paſs their Eg 
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excit their att 5 tion. " 8. *% (6 
: ſubjedt, that, in caſe 
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prove in ſome meaſure of 
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what is here offered, they may — 


HY perfect it ; or that, if it meets 1 


< * 
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with their diſapprobation, they = 


, #' 
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E + would favour us with ſomething . 


i more ſatisfactory. The ſubject. 1 
is ſublime and curious, and IF 
E ' doubtleſs intereſting, as God 4 
2 . does not impart his word in | 


E. vain. It becomes therefore the 1 


i Ll 
: * " ” 1 4 9 
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duty of the M iniſters of God's __ 
EE Church to labour in the inyeſti- +. 
gation of it. 1 hat we have „ 

* judged to be the plan of _the * WM 
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FIRST CHAPTER. 


TIE” | oF 
NECHIEL's PROPHECY: 


ow : it came to paſs in the thirtieth 
in the fourth month, on the 
1 f the month, when I was in the 
Uh , midſt, of the captives by the river Chobar, 
_ + the heaveus were opened, and I faw the 
WE of viſi ons ood; 3 | 24 
th, day of the month, the _ 3 


2" 25 On the * 
„ ws the th year of the captivity of : 
"Es Þ 
1 % Joachim, 
; 1 N . The Ware of the Lord « came to Eze- 
9 
"od Chaldeans, 65 the river Chobar: and 3 
a the and of the Lord was there upon him. - OY 
s = And 1 ſaw, and behold a whirlwind | 2 
OE out of the Noth: and a great cloud, 


6 zoll PROPHECY: . 


the wings of another. They turned not 15 J 5 | 


when they went: but every went 4 þ& 
= ſtraight forward. ED . 4 | 


there was the face of a Wan, and the face 


and a fire infolding it, and brigbtfleſßs * 
about it : and out of the midſt ther Te bar 
is, out of the midſt of the fire, as were 
the reſemblance of amber: 

5. And in the midſt thereof the ene 1 
of four living creatures: and this was their 8 
appearance: there was che likeneſs of a man ks 


in them. * | 7 9 3 % 

6. Evei y one had found faces, and every „ 
one four wings. S. 7 ( 1 

7. Their feet were ſtraight feet, and che 1 
ſole of their foot was like tlie ſole 8 
foot, and they ſparkled like the appearance, # 1 
of glowing braſs. I : oe 

8. And they had the hands 4 2 
under their wings on chelt four ſides + 29 
they had faces, and ding 2 2 , wy . 
ſides. os wh . Ft 1 5 | 
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9. And the wings of one were : joiged to 


* 


10. And as for the hkengs of thels' faces : f 05 1 
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| EZ 'ECHIEL's PROPHECY. E: "1 
| © © of aliononthe right ſide of all the four: andi j 
"> face of an ox on the left ſide of all the 


tour: and the face of an eagle over all the 
* wur. 


* 


11. And their faces, and their wings 
were ſtretched upward : two wings of every 
one were joined, and two covered their 


0M bes: * ; 
o . 12. And every one of them went ſtraight 
'$ forward: whither the impulſe of the ſpirit 


was to go, thither they went : and they 
turned not when they went, 

13. And as for the likeneſs of the living 
creatures, their appearance was like that 
of burning coals of fire, and like the ap- 
pearance of lamps. This was the viſion 
running to and fro in the midſt of the living 
woteatures: a bright fire, and lightning 
5 going forth from the fire. - , 

14. And the living creatures ran and re- 
turned like flaſhes of lightning. n 
135. Now as I beheld the living creatures, 5 
there appeared upon the earth by the living 
1 5 creatures one e wheel, with four faces. 
1 15 B 2 . 16. And 


Fo THY 


* 


* EZECHIEL's PROPHECY, 
16. And the appearance of the wheels, * 
and the work of them, was like the Per- 6 
ance of the ſea: and the four had all one like 
neſs : and their appearance and their work 
was as it were a wheel in the midſt a a 
wheel. 


17. Mhen they went, they went by their 
four Parts: and they. turned not when. they 


18. The wheels had allo. a ſize, . 
height, and a dreadſul appearance: and the 


whole body was full of eyes round about all 
the four. 


19. And when the living creatures went, 


the wheels allo went together by them: 
and when the living creatures were lifted 
up from the earth, the wheels allo were 
peed up with them. 


20. Whitherſoever the ſpirit went, thither 


-as the ſpirit went the wheels alſo were lifted 


up withal, and followed it: 'for the * of 


life was in the wheels: 


21. When thoſe went theſe went, and 
when thoſe ſtood theſe ſtood, and when 


hens 


(| 


EZEZ CAI E's PROPHECY: a By 


Ee were lifted up from the earth, the 
[| _ [Wheels alfo were lifted up together, and 
. | k followed them: for W life was in 
5 the 3 C5 
* | And over the : heads of thi ; Jeng. 
ER? eee was the likeneſs of a firmament, 
"of as the appearance of cryſtal terrible to be- 
hold, and Bretched. out over their theads 
above. - _ gy 55 avant 
U 23. And under the n were cheir 
wings ſtraight the one towards the. other 
every one with two wings covered his body, 
and the other was covered in like manners 
24. And J heard the noiſe of their wings, 
like the noiſe of many waters, as it were 
the voice of the moſt high God; when they 
walked, it was like the voice of a multitude, 
like the noiſe of an army, and when Hat 
ſtood, their wings were let down, * 
25. For when a voice came from above 
the firmament, that was over their heats, 
they ſtood and let down their wings. *, 
26: And above the firmament, Ha 


over their heads, was "the likeneſs" of a 


"EZECHIEL' PROPHECY. 


__ as the appearance of the Sapplüre G bY | 
ſtone, and upon the likeneſs of the throne, 34 

was a likeneſs as of the appearance of a man 

above upon it. Fn | 
| 27. And I ſaw as it were the reſemblance f 5 
of amber, as the appearance of fire within 8 

him round about, from his loins and up- | 

wards; and from his loins downward, I 

faw as it were the reſemblance of fire ſhining 

round about. | \\ 

28. As the appearance of the rainbow 

when it is in a cloud on a rainy day; this 

was the appearance of the brightneſs roung] 
.about. 

209. This was the viſion of the likeneſs of 

the glory ot the Lord. 
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SOFT THE. 
V 1:10 
Exhibited to the Prophet EXRcHIEL, and 
deſcribed in the 1 firſt Chagi: * his Pro- 


phecy. 


4 


Ezechiel. Chap. I. Verſe I, | 
| Now it came to aſs in the thirtieth hear, 


in the fourill month, on the fifth day of the. 
hy month, when Iasi the midſt of the Captives 


y the river Ciobar, the Heavens n 
and faw the viſigns of God, 
The Prophet begins with informing us 


that thy, Heavens were opengd, ag will appear 


preſe 


nt. and 2 722 5 
leaſed God Wien ; 


4. wh 9 
1 4 
- * 


* 


rear ton 6r * . = 
——.— Lau, days he, and.behold a with. 4, 


wind came out of the north, and a great * 

cloud, and a fire infolding it, and arise 1 

was about it. 7 2 
A ſudden noiſe awakens rieb atten⸗ 1 4 


tion, and behold in the Air, which is' the EM 
firſt and loweſt hegven here gefened to him, 
comes a boiſterous whirlwind. Here is not Ss | 
only the ſphere of the Air, or the Atmols * "IG 
phere that ſarrotinds the Earth, plainly in- 
dicated; but alſo one principal purpoſe it 
ſerves, which may be ſtfppoſed to cl 
all other purpoſes, viz. it's motion, which 
produces winds, and by theſe: the weather 
is governed, &. In particular, here is 
mentioned a whirlwind, which naturally 4 
threatens calamities and ifaſters,” a whirl- # 
wind being apt to cauſe mag RY 
it comes rom the north, is ſuppoſe [- * be 
noxious and baneful. This an infteath, 14 
of puniſhigent, among a ee to . JA 


43.4 


« WY] 
the air, ule 4 by the Almighj hig ger & ; | od 34 
| - AFor it af pe obſerved iat Amok the © 
whole ſcene of this Viſion 4 a JOY? # 4 =—_ 
A . terrible and d breatening, | 5 24 
72 4 . 6 * 5 54 W Zh MY R 1 


 £2zecHtELs vs 10. 
Then above the lower region of tlie air 
appears a great Cloud, or the general body 
of clouds that we fee floating round the 


Earth, chat is, the great collection of Va- 


pours, from which are formed the Clouds: 
and this makes the ſecond ſphere above the 
+ earth or the ſecond Heaven, that is opened or 
ſhewn to Ezechiel, and conſtitutes: what 


Moſes in his deſcription of the creation calls 
the waters above the firmament (Gen. c. 1» V» 
- 7.), that is, above the lower part -of our 
Atmoſphere ; che Air being called the firma - 


ment which is placed between the waters 


above and below (Gen. c. 1. v. 6.), — 
Here alſo we ſee, not only. the ſuperiot 
ſphere of water, but alſo it's general uſe, 
which is, to form clouds, and give rain, ei- 


ther in due proportion as wanted; or, when 


the Almighty propoſes to puniſh, in too 
great abundance, cauſing inundations; or 


exceſſive ſnow; or heavy ſhowers of hail, 


that deſtroy the fruits of the earth , &c. And 
in particular, here ſeems to be pointed our 
chat ſit 0 or vaſt body of clouds which 


” b encireled 
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cake the earth, and by an immenſe diſ. 
charge of rain produced that great cataſtro- 1 * 
- phe, the general Deluge, which made * e Uh; 
firſt deſtruction of -matkind, oo | 
Then higher and above the watry ſphere, _ yy } 5 
bens or diſplays itſelf to the Prophet's eyes . 
the third Heaven; which is à fire infolding . 
or the ſphere of elementary Aire, inſolding + F 
or encompaſſing the watry ſphere and the 
atmoſphere. It may be ſtiled the fire above 
the firmament, in the ſame manner as the | 
clouds are denominated the waters above 
the firmament. This ſuperior fire is alſo 
an inſtrument of puniſhment in the Al- 
mighty's hands. He employed it againſt 
Sodom and Gomorrha, he. ſent it down at 
the call of Elias, he will hereafter uſe it to 
deſtroy Gog and Magog, and at the laſt day 
to burn the world. | 
' Laſtly, is opened or cies to 2s Pro- 
phet the fourth Heaven, which is, a-bright- 


nes about or ſurrounding the infolding fire. 1 
This luminous br:ghtne/ſs, or Light, origi- 1 

_ natesfrom the Sun and Stars, and is diffuſed | 
„ | | 8 | 1 

] . 5 23 , ww" all 
7 | * f ' 19 
; 2 N » . ih 
4 ? f % by 2 . 
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E Z E CHI Els VISIT ON.” 6 F 70 
all around in the empty ſpace above the 
ſphere of fire, and extends itſelf into the 
uppermoſt regions and vaſt expanſe of tlie 
heavens. —- We ſhall here obſerve; that 


this fourth heaven, opened to Ezechiel, is 


what Moſes calls tie firmament of heaven, 
here the Almighty Creator placed the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars (Gen. „ 1. v. 1% 
vrhereas the ſpace between the earth and the 
clouds: he onus Op: the  frmanent (Gen, | 


e. I. v. 6.) 


Thus we ſee how the n were opened 


(v. r.) to Ezechiel, one after another: that 


is, we underſtand that he had a ſull view 


given him of the four Heavens or Spheres, 
that are extended above the Earth and i in- 


tirely ſurround it. T heſe ſpheres are, the 
air, the waters above the firmament, the re- 
gion of flre, and chat of light. They com- 
poſe the ſyſtem or frame of our world. "Here 
alſo we ſee the four Elements; earth, air, | 
water, and fire, fixed in their. _proper 9 3 


2 


ee places according to the law pf Gra- 1 


Mey; ; the earth, as heavieſt, e * 9 : 4 


'E-2 


—— 


—— 
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EXPLICATION O F 


_ = deen and in the center; next, the air; 


next, the rarefied waters; and laſtly fire, as 


lighteſt, placed the higheſt and moſt Ae 
n the center. 
V. 4. And out of the midſt thereof, that 
s, out of the midſt of the fore, as it were, 
the reſemblance of Amber. * 


Then out of the midſt of the fire. thers ap- 


peared to ſhine forth an object reſembling 


Amber or glowing braſs (not really ſuch, 
but reſembling it). This was the Almighty 
himſelf repreſented in his Anger, or under 


the attribute of Juſtice; according to which 


a 


he employs the four above-mentioned Ele- 


ments, when he pleaſes, as inſtruments to 
chaſtiſe mankind. We ſhall ſee the. Al- 


mighty more fully exhibited after the ſame 


manner in verſe 27th. 


V. 5. And in the midi thercof the es 


of four living Creatures : and this was their 
@fpearance, there was the likeneſs of a man 
zn them. 

„ Every one had four faces, and every 
ne four Wings. 
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In the midjt of the fire there appeared like : 
four living Creatures, which were really ſour 

Angels of the order of Cherubims, as the 
Prophet himſelf informs us Chap. 10. v. 20, | 


And I underſtood that they were Cherubums. 
They are four particular Angels appointed 


by Almighty God to preſide over our ſub- 
lunary world; as will appear in the ſequel, 
They bore the likeneſs of a man, ſanding 


upright as a man, and having ſome ſhare of 


the human ſhape. Each of them had four 
faces and four wings, of which we ſhall 85 


ſently ſee more particulars. 


V. 7. Their, feet were ſtrarght . 4 
the ſole of their foot was like the ſole of 4 


calf's fool. 


As this ſpectacle is ſhewn to the Prophet 
at a great diſtance in the heavens, he ſeems 


at firſt to diſcern more diſtinctly that part of 
the four living creatures or Cherubims 
which is neareſt to him, viz. the feet. He 
ſays, their feet were. ſtrait feet to under- 
ſtand which, we muſt take notice that each 
of theſe bie was a compound of four 
_— | 


/ 


8 FEXPLICATION or. 


different creatures. We ſaw. above that 
each of the Cherubims had four faces; and 
we ſhall ſee below (v. 10.) that the faces are, | 
the face of a Man, the face of a Lion, that 
of an Ox, and that of an Eagle. Their bodies, 2 
and their feet, may therefore be ſuppoſed - 
to be formed of the bodies and feet of thoſe 1 
four ſame creatures. Let then the right 
foot of each Cherubim be formed, firſt, of 
the right foot of a Man, placed in the ſame 16 | 
direction with the man's face; then, be- 
cauſe the Lion's face is on the right ſide of 
the Cherubim (v. 10.), let there be joined 
on the right ſide of the man's right foot the 
two feet of the right {ide of the Lion, and . 
on the left ſide of the man's foot the two feet 
of the right ſide of the Ox: laſtly, join the | 
Eagle's right foot. to | the heel of the man's ( 1 } 
foot. In a ſimilar manner let the two feet 3 
of che left ſide of the Lion be placed on the 
right ſide of the man's left foot, and on the 
left ſide of it the two feet of the leſt ſide of 
the Ox, and the Eagle's left ſoot at the heel of 
| the man 's foot. Let all che feet of the Lion, 
the 


EZECHIELs VISION. &. 

the Ox,' and the Eagle, be put in the G 
line of direction with the Man's foot; and 
thus the compound feet of the Cherubims 
will be /trazght feet, that is, all pointing 
the ſame way. Then, as the two feet of a 
quadruped ſhould. take up more compaſs 
than one foot of a man, let the feet of the 
lion and the ox be ſo joined to the man's foot, 
as to extend further out than the man's foot, 

both before and behind. The empty ſpace, 
that by this formation would remain be- 
hind the man's foot, is occupied by the Ea- 
gle's foot : but the empty ſpace before the 
man's: foot remains open, and hence the 
whole ſole of the compound-foot of the Che- 
rubim in ſome manner reſembles the ſole of 
'a'calf*s foot, conformably to the text which 
ſays, that the ſole of the Cherubim's foot was 
like the ſole of a. calf 's foot. Let us juſt 
obſerve, the Prophet faid,. that the Cheru- 
bim's feet (in the plural number) were 
ſtraight feet, becauſe he there ſpoke of all 
the ſix feet that compoſe the Cherubim's 
| foot : but here he ſays, the ſole of the foot 
| Py 


— 


or ſound of thunder. 


bh, 2 a 
B + the e 3 was like the ſole 


of a calf's foot, becauſe he ſpeaks of the 
Cherubim s foot as one compoſed of fix feet. 
V. 7. And they (the four living creatures) 


 fharkled like the appearance of glowing braſs. 


The four living creatures or Cherubims 
fparkled like the appearance of glowing braſs, 
as they paſled in their deſcent from the fiery 


ſphere through the great cloud, that is, 


through the ſphere of waters: the jþarks 
that iſſued from them as from glowing bras, 
indicating balls or flaſhes of lightning; and 
the crackling noile, that accompanies [parks 
of glowing braſs, expreſſing the exploſion 
Here is given us to 
underſtand what paſles in one of the upper 
regions, together with the uſe that God 
makes of fire in his Adminiſtration of che 

Univerſe, employing occaſionally that ſub- 


tle tremendous element, in the form of 


lightning, to caule diſaſters as a ſcourge to 
mankind.——One may alſo remark, that 
flaſhes of lightning thus repreſented as ſparks 
of hoe, naturally Tuggeſt the idea of ſparks 


5 
7 


of Electricity, which are known ro hey! is 
ſmall, the ſame as lightning. N 
V. 8. And tſiey (the four 1 crete 
| had the hands of a man under their wings on 
their four ſides: and they had. faces, and 
Wings on the four fides., } 
Each Cherubim had the honda = a. man. 
under has wings on his four. fi fi des, that is, the 
hand of a man before and behind and on each 
lide under or. below each wing. There was 
therefore the hand of a man placed upon each 
of the four animals that compoſed the body of 
the Cherubim, which indicates the dominion 
and uſe given to Man, of himſelf, and of 
the three other animals, the Lion, the Ox. 
and the Eagle, and. conſequently over all 
| the other animals of. the creation ; which is 
* . conformable to that: God ſaid to cena 
3 Eve: rule over the fiſhes of the fea, and the”. 
1 fowls of the air, and all living creatures that 
3 move upon the earth. (Gen. c. f. v. 28.) 
And again : Thou haſt Jet him (Man) auen 
the works of thy hands, ſays. the Pſalmiſt, 
F thou haſt ſubjected all things| under his feet, 
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N "EXPLICATION' OF 
all ieh and oxen. : moreover the beafts 20% of 
the field, the birds of the air, and the "fiſhes 
of the fea, that paſs through the . of the 
fea. (Pſalm 8.) 

The Cherubims had faces on their four 
fides, that is, the head of each Cherubim 
had four faces, one before, one behind, and 
one of each fide; but not placed ſo, as is 
generally ſuppoſed, that the faces before 
and behind were oppoſite to one another or 
looked in an oppoſite direction, nor likewiſe 
that the faces on each ſide were in an oppo- 
ſite direction to each other. All the four 
faces were placed the ſame way and looked 
in the ſame direction. Thus then each 
Cherubim's face was compoſed of four faces, 
in the ſame manner as each foot was com- 
poſed of four feet (v. 7.) ; and all the faces 
and all the feet were directed the fame way. 

The Cherubims had alſo wings on their 
four fides, one wing on each of the four 
ſides of their bodies, the uſe of which we 
fhall ſee in the ſequel. 
V. 9. And the wings of one were wr | 
ie wings of another. They turned not when 

| they 
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they went : but. every one went ſtraigut for- 


ward. | 
We conceive that the four Cherubims 

ſtood. in the form of a ſquare, and the wings 

of one were joined to the wings of another, 


that is, a fide-wing of each of the two firſt 


Cherubims joined one another, and in the 


ſame manner the ſide-wings of the two laſt - 


alſo joined. Then the back-wings of the 


two laſt alſo joined. Then the back-wings 


of the two firſt Cherubims were joined to 


the fore-wings of the two other Cherubims. 
This junction of their . wings indicates the 


regular harmony of all their motions; 

The Cherubims returned not when” they 
went, but every one went ſtraighit forward, 
or, they went forward according to the di- 
rection of their faces, which all pointed the 
ſame way, makin g their progreſs ſucceſſively 


through the three different ſpheres of fire, 


water, and air, round the earth; at the 


ſame time with a gradual deſcent. They 


moved in the ſame direction as the ſpheres 
themſelves do in their diurnal motion along 
D 2 withe 


m_ 
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with the Earth. The reaſon of ſuch: their 


progreſs is, that they preſide over .theſe 
ſpheres, as God's Miniſters, directin 2 and 
governing their motions, and all the changes 
and viciſſitudes that are produced in them. 
V. 10. And as for the likeneſs of their fa- 
ces: there was the face of a man, and the 


Jace of a lion on the right fide of all the four; 
and the face of an ox on the left fide. of all 


the four ; and the face of an ® cage over all 
the four. 


As the Cs in ks 8 ap- 


proach nearer to the Prophet, he ſeems to 


diſtinguiſh more clearly the higher parts of 
their bodies. He now deſcribes ſpecifically - 


their faces. The four faces of each of the 
Cherubims were ſuch that one face reſembled 


the face of a Man, which was in the middle: 


then on the riglit fide of it was a face that re- 


ſembled the face of a Lion, on the leſt fide 
- a face that reſembled that of an Ox; and be- 
hind a face that reſembled that of an Eagle, 
which face was over the Cherubim, that is, 
| we -raifed higher than the other faces, Theſe 

. 8 14 three 


EZ ECHIE L VISION, 13 
three laſt faces were placed, as we took notice 
above, in the ſame direction and looked the 
ſame way as the face of the man. We have alſo 
already obſerved, that theſe four Cherubims 
are four Angels appointed by the Almighty 
to preſide over the whole of our ſublunary 
world. And this compoſition of their faces 
ſhews, in particular, their government over 
all the animated parts of the creation; and 
firſt over mankind, becauſe they bear the 
face of a man. They have allo the face of a 
Lion, the Prince of the animals of the ſavage 
kind ; they have the face of an'Ox, the 
Chief of the animals of the tame kind; and 
laſtly, they have the face of « an Eagle, the 
Prince of the feathered race. Theſe three 
faces, I ſay, expreſs fully the adminiſtration 
of the four Cherubims over the chief claſſes 
of animals, and conſequently over. all the 
reſt : eſpecially, as the land-reptiles may be 
ranked with the land-animals, | becauſe 
equally formed with them from the earth at 
the Creation (Gen. c. I. v. 24.) and the 
fiſhes may likewiſe be joined with the birds; 


16 EXPLICATION. OR 
as they were formed like them from the 


"_ (Gen. c. I. v. 20, 21+): 
. 11. And their faces ang. their wings 


were en upward : two wings of every 


one were joined, and two covered their bo- 
dies. 

The faces of the Cherubims were \Aretched 
upuard, that is, one higher than another. 


The faces of the lion and the ox we may 


place upon a level, then the man's face more 


railed, and the cagle's face the higheſt of all. | 
The poſition. of this laſt was expreſſed and 


taken notice of in the preceding verſe. 
This gradation follows the. natural order of 
place which thoſe Beings hold in the creation. 
Man, who ſtands ereft, may be deemed 
placed in a higher ſtation than the Quadru- 
peds who walk in a depreſſed poſture ; and 
the Eagle with the feathered kind ſoars in 
the air above all other animated beings. 

Their faces therefore are placed upon the 
Cherubims in the ſame order: and this ex- 
plication will be further confirmed hereafier, 
on cheſe grounds it may be proper to 
make 


| — 
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mite lome alicratiahin: the form "of Mie 
Cherubim's feet, Which was given them in 
| the explication of verſe 7th. Inſtead of put- 
| ting upon a level all the ſix feet that cm- 
poſe the Cherubim's "foot; Probably the 
lion's and ox's feet ſhould be on a level, 
the man's foot ſomewhat raiſed between 
them, and the eagle's foot ſtill higher, to 
form the heel. By this arran gement che 
ſiole of the Cherubim's foot will more reſem⸗ 
ble the {ole on a calf's foot, eie to the 
We „ 
The wigs of the 'Chernbims” were allo 
 Riretched upward,” or were placed on their 
bodies reſpectively one higlier than another, 
in the ſame manner as the faces and corre- 
ſponding to them, for the fate reaſon! and 
„ 
. Tivo wings "of every one were Joined by „ 
f their ends to the wings of two othet Cheru »« uf 
1 bims, (as 1 in verſe 9th), being ready di ſpoF 1 
ed to convey with a proper harmonlous mo- 
tion the Chariot of God. The ther two | 
wings of each Cherubim ferved to cover tier 4 
„ 
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bodies out of reſpect h the Almighty, who 
fat on his throne above them. 


Vv. 12. And every one of them went ſtraight 


" forward e whither the impulſe of the ſpirit 


was to go, thither they went ; and they turned 


not when they went. 
Every one of the Cherubims went neee 


| cording to the direction of his face or faces 

N 3 which pointed all the ſame way; and this 
| I 7 direction was the ſame as that of the diurnal 
43 motion of the Earth with the three ſpheres 
of air, water, and fire, round it's axis. 


by the four Cherubims, they take that di- 
rection in their progreſs; and as the ſyſtem 


"0 conſtant 1 in that motion and never 
turns back, ſo the four Cherubims turned 


greſſive motion before (as we ſaw verſe th) 


= through the mediums above the air; here 


Eo Bp! ſeem to move in the air itſelf, chat ie, 


forward, (coram facie ſua ambulabat), ac- 


_ This circular motion is what is here ſtiled 


the impulſe of the ſpirit, and as it is governed 


oe the Earthwith it's three ſphercs, keeps 


_ 
=. not when they went. Such was their pro- 


. CIE E. v.18 OM * 


or of out cmmon fire. This is the; tar 
fold Light which we enjoy upon the earths; 


| . In the ſame place there;zlikewnye: appeared: 


lightning going: forth ſrom the\farel.. By: this: 


13 and the foregoing expreſſion of the ſααi 


e fire, we ſee pointed our the Elemem of 
tre; as diſtributed all over the Earthan The 
element of fire, when collected together in 

a certain manner and quantity, forms aur 
common fire, and this is ſometimes made an 


1 inſtrument of divine puniſhment to burn 


_. an palaces, c. as in Chap. 10. vad 
to burn Jeruſalem ; Fill thy hand with the 
« Ccoals of fire, that are between the Cherubings, 

and pour them out upon tlie city. Fire here 


appears alſo in another ſhape by liguining 
being ſeen to go forth from the fire... Light- 
N ning in it's natural courſe: does not appear 
do our ſenſes to iſſue forth from fir nor 
* does real lightning ſeem to be meant bens ' 
5 but only the viſton or limilitude of it. What 4 


then do we conceive fo go forth from fire 
with the terrifying appearance of lightning, 


but ee Which, When lire 15 ap: 
. HET AK. oF” 
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plied to it, produces a ſudden” flaſh aner 


to a flaſh of lightning. This kind of fire 3 
very well known to be a deſtructive inſtru- 
ment, and as ſuch is occaſionally employed 
by the Almighty in his judgments. 


Inverſe 4th we ſaw the ſphere of Elmen- 
tary. fire, that exiſts above the firmament or 


in the upper regions of the ſky; here we 
have account of the fire which is under the 


firmament, that is, upon and near the ſur- 
face of the earth. It ſeems then to appear: 


from the above deſcription, that the Che- 
rubims have performed their whole pro- 
greſs through the three ſpheres, of fire, wa- 
ter, and air, and in their deſcent have at 
laſt reached the Earth. 

V. 14. And the living creatures ran and 


Wenn like flaſhes of lightning. 


In verſe gth and 11th it was ſaid that the, 


tiving creatures or Cherubims went fraeght, 
farward and did not return, becauſe they, 


aſſumed the ſame progreſlive motion with 


which the earth with it's three ſpheres re- 
abet round it it's center. This was one part 


a 
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of their ſuperintendency. Here it is ſald | 
| that the Cherubims went and returned, via. 
in all directions through the different 
ſpheres for whatever changes were proper 
there to be made, or new effects there to be 
produced, as raiſmg winds, cauſing rains, 
&c; all which belong to their admĩniſtra- 
tion. They even went and returned lie 
flaſhes of lightning, with a motion as quick 
as lightning, to ſhew their inſtantaneous 
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preſence 1 in every er wherg their cate Maes 
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v. I "of Wau as I beheld the Hoi POT 


tures, there appeared upon the earth by the 
living creatures one wheel with four faces. 


v. 16. And the appearance of the wheels 
and the work of them, was like the appeatr- 
ance of the fea : and the four had all one 
likeneſs : and their appearance and their. 
work Was as it were 4 wheel in the mig 1205 4 
wheel. | 
We, 17. When they went they went by their. 


four parts, and they turned not AR they 
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24. EXPLICATION OF. 

We have before ſeen, that the Cherubwns, 
had bodies compoſed of the · bodies of the 
four principal animals, to ſhe that to them 
was committed the government of all ani- 
mals in general : herewe ſhall ſee given to, 
them another great object, over which their 

— alſo extends. Behold! there. 

ears upon, the Earth, by the living crea- 
= or at the, fide of the Cherubims, a 
wheel with four faces. This wheel re preſen ts 
the Globe of our Earth, encompaſſed with 
the three ſpheres of air, water, and fire, 
They all bear a round figure like a wheel. 
The four faces of this wheel are the faces 
or appearances of the three mentioned 
ſpheres and of the Earth placed! in the cen- 
ter of them, to an eye that views them toge- 
ther at ſome diſtance. Such a wheel was 
placed at the ſide of each of the four Che- 
rubims, as is expreſsly ſaid i in Chap fo. v. 9. 
And I ſaw, ſays Ezechiel, and behold there 
were four wheels by the  Cherubims : ono 
wheel by one Cherubim, and another wheel by 
another Cherubim. The reaſon 3 is, becauſe 


chess 
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theſe Cherubims are the four great Miniſters, 
whom God has appointed, each of them, to 
the government of the whole and of all tlie 
parts of our material world, and conſe- 

quently the whole compages of it appears 
placed at the ſide of each Cherubim. We 

muſt further obſerve, that theſe wheels con- 

ſtitute alſo part of the Chariot of God. 
Then it is ſaid that the appearance of ih 
wheels and the work of them was like te ap- 
pearance of the fea, or rather like the ap- 
pearance of a precious ſtone, which in the 
Hebrew. is ſtiled Tharfts, and which ſome 
underſtand to be the Chryſolite (and is ſo 
tranſlated by St. Jerom chap. to. V. 9. of 
Ezech.), others the Hyacinth, others the 
Carbuncle. If we ſuppoſe it to be the 
Chipſolite, which is a precious ſtone of a 
duſlky green mixed with a golden colour, 


the wheels and the work or texture of tem 
appearing like the Chryſolite-ſtone to an eye 
placed at ſome. diſtance; out of them, tlie 
greeniſh colour will exhibit the ſurface of 
che 3 globe, vu land and wh. 
4215 Nam - * which | 


6 IEXBLYICATION OF: 
which are of that colour, and alſo of the 
« watry ſphere above the air, as all bodies of 
waters appear of a'greeniſh hue. The gol. 
-den colour of the Chryjolite-/tone will repre- 
ſent the colour of fire or the appearance of | 
the ſphere of fire ſituated above the watry . 
-ſphere: The tranſparency of the Gem will 
indicate the tranſparency of the three orbs of 
fire, water, and air. Moreover, the Chry- 
Jolite being a ſtone of ſuperior perfection \ 
may repreſent all the ſubſtances of the 
'Stone-kind in the earth, in the ſame manner 
as the Lion repreſented all the ſavage kinds 
of Quadrupeds. And laſtly, as the colour 
of gold prevails in the Chryſolite, and as 
Gold is the. chief of metals, by that colour 
may alſo be repreſented all the different ſorts 
of the Metallic kind that lie in the earth. 
Thus we already ſee the nature of the 
wheel that was ſhewn to the Prophet, and 
what it' s compoſition is. It's appearance to 
him is the ſame! as would be to a man, en- 
dued with a comprehenſive ſight, ho ſhould 
be placed beyond che __ of A and 
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thence view the earth with it's three ſph 


* 


about it — We e now ſee further pars | 


TEFF + 
culars. 


The * 3 had 1 one . or 


were exacily ſimi lar in their figure or ſhape, 
each wheel repreſentin g che earth wich it's 


| three orbs of air, water, and fire. And 


5 * £98 


their appearance, a and their work. or con- 


1 


ſtruction, were, as it were,” a wheel in in the 
midſt of a, wheel ; the meaning of which is 
very. plain from the preceding deſcription, 
according to which the wheel 1 Is compoled. of 


four ſpheres, one in the, midſt 0 of 0 0 b within 


another ;. the outermoſt, the {phere of ; fire; 
the next, the ſphere of water; "the - third, 


9 1 i 14 


that of air; and the innermoſt, the earth 
itſelf. Thus each of the four e com- 
poſed itlelf of four wheels, or ſpheres, pro- 
perly enough called wheels, as being of an 
or bicular figure, occaſioned by their gra- 
vity to one common center, the center of . 


the earth. 
Then it is added, when they (the hath 


» ent, ey: went by their four Parte, that By 
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28 EX PLICATION OF 

the four ſpheres that compoſed: each wheel 
turned all round a common center, the cen- 
ter of the earth, by that motion which is 
called the diurnal. motion, and is well 
known to be performed in twenty four 
hours. This rotation really makes the 
courſe of day and vight. And as this motion 
continues always in the ſame direction, ſo 
it is ſaid, that the wheels returned not when 


they went, or never turned back in their 


revolution. Hence is plainly underſtood 


what 1 is ſaid of theſe wheels in Chap. 10. v. 
11. of Ezechiel. And when the wheels went, 
they went by four barts ; and they returned 
not when they went; but to the place, whi- 


. ther the firſt turned, the reft alſo followed, 
and did not turn back, Hence alſo be- 


comes clear what the Prophet ſays in verſe 


13th of the ſame Chapter. 1 heſe wheels he 


called voluble or turning wheels, in my hear- 
mg. 


height, and Fad, appearance : and the 
| whole 


v. 18. The wheels had alſo 4 fre, and a 
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whole body was full of ge. round about all 
the four. 

The wheels had a fy ze, or, 1 to 
the Hebrew text, backs (dor/a), by which is 
meant the circular figure of the earth” and 
of it's three ſpheres. This figure ariſes; as 
before obſerved, from the gravitation of all 
the parts to the center, by virtue of which 
the earth and it's ſpheres take the form of 
circular arches or arched backs. —The wheels 
had alſo a height, the four ſpheres being all 
large, extenſive, . and deep, as is well 
known.—The appearance of the wheels was- 
dreadful, as ſeeming to threaten diſaſters, 
We have already mentioned ſome of the 
diſaſters produced by the three elements of 
air, water, and fire. Thoſe that draw their 
origin from the terraqueous globe are, 
Earthquakes, Volcanoes, violent commo- 
tions in the ſea breaking over it's bounds into 
the land, &c. appointed for puniſhments 
upon mankind. He looketh upon the earth, 
and maketh it tremble: he toucheth the 
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ne and they * (1 Palm r op v. 
32.) 

x is Archer ſaid, that the ahold : bod 
of the wheels was full of eyes'round about all 
the four, that is, Angels were ſtationed 
through all the parts of the earth 'and of it's 
ambient ſpheres, ſubordinate to the four 
Cherubims, to watch over the whole of our 
world, and to receive commands from the 
Cherubims with reſpect to the adminiſtration 
intruſted to them. That Angelica! Spirits 
are here meant by the eyes, we collect from 
the Prophet Zachary, who ſtiles Angels 
the eyes of the Lord, faying ; Theſe are the 
even eyes of the Lord, that run lo and fro 
over the whole earth, (c. 4. v. 10.) And 
= again, from the Apocalypſe, chap. 5. v. 6. 
| 5 I au and behold @ Lamb having ſeven. eyes, 
which are the jeven ſpirits of. God, ſent 
forth into all the earth. That Angels 
are placed in ail the parts of our world 
for the direction and governmentof it, is ſtill 
more ſpecifically expreſſed by our prophet in 
Chap. 10. v. 12, where he ſays ſpeaking of the 
wheels: And their whole body, and their 
necks» 


, 
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necks; and their hands, and their wings, 
NN and the circles were full of eyes, round about 
ill» the four wheels. But on this we muſt fur- 
ther remark that, beſides what had been 
mentioned in the expreſſion before conli 
dered, here it is added reſpecting the 
whepts, that their / necks, in tlie Hebrew, 
their backs: (terga), their hands, and . their 
wings, were full of es. It | is. true that 
backs, and Hands, and wings, don't well 
ſuit any ſort of wheels. But it is to be ob- 
ſerved that by the word backs (terga) are 
denoted the Lion, che Ox, and all the 
Quiadrupeds, that walk in a depreſſed po- 
ture, having their backs nearly in an hori- 
zontal poſition. By the fands is under» ; 
ſtood Man with his whole. ſpecies ; and by * 3 
wings is meant the Eagle. with all the bied- -. 
kind: fo that man and all the animated 
5 beings, as they make part of tlie created 
hiſtem, were ſtew Full of eyes, thas is, are 
1 ſuperiutended and taken cart of by Angels, 
as ſo ordainied by the Almighty Benevolent 
Governor of the Univerſe, We may alſp 
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remark, that here is obſerved a regular gra- 
dation, (taken notice of in verſe. 11th), in 
mentioning tlie different animals according 
to their order in the plan of nature: The 
Quadrupeds or backs being here firſt named, 
as in the loweſt ſituation ; then Man or 
hands, in the next; and Birds or wings, as 

in the third place or higheſt ſtation. 
v. 19. And when the living creatures 
went, the wheels alſo went together by them: 
and when the living creatures were lifted up 
from the earth, the wheels alſo were li 1 up. 
with them. 

As the Cherubims Peli over all the 
parts and motions of the mundane ſyſtem, 
when they went or moved in a circular di- 
rection on the ſurface of the earth, the 
wheels alſo or the earth with it's ſpheres 
went together by them, that is, immediately 
followed in the ſame direction and motion: 
which motion is that of our Globe round it's 
own center. We ſaw in verſe 12th, that the 
Cherubims, in their viſit through the dif- 
ferent ſpheres, proceeded in the ſame circy- 

| | lar, 
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lar direckioft-: and here we ſee that, as the 


wheels repreſent the earth with theſe ſpheres, 


the Cherubims, to ſhew that they direct 
every thing, firſt take the circular motion, 
and the earth and it's ſpheres inſtantane- 


ouſly follow.—In like manner, whenever 
the Cherubi ms were tifted up from the earth 


or advanced from the actual place of the 
earth where they ſtood, to take a direction 
round the Sun, the wheels were a fo lifted 


15 with them, that is, the Earth with it's 


three ambient ſpheres followed that ſame 
direction and motion of the Cherubims, avll 
proceeded i in it's revolution round che Sun. 


. 20. Whitherſocoer the Spirit went, . 


* as the Sirit went, "the wheels alſo were | 


lifted up withal, and "followed. it; jar: the 

Hhirit of. life was tn the. wheels. s. 
As | in verſe 12th, the ſpirit denoted th; 

force or forces, which would give to th 


Ear th and it's three ſpheres their circular | 
motion round the earth's center ; ſo here by 


the ſhirit are meant thoſe forces, which by 
the eſtabliſhment of the Creator would pro- 
duce and regulate the Earth's motion round 

1 


vn 


„„er ef 

the Jun. Therefore, uhiterſocver the 
| Hirit went, or, according to what would be 
the impulſe of thoſe forces, the wheels, that 
is, the Earth with it's ſurrounding ſpheres, 
were lifted ub, and followed it. But as 
matter is of itſelf inert; and. inactive, it ig 
here ſaid chat te ſbirit of life was in che 
wheels to move them, that is, theſe motions 
are impreſſed by che Angels, Who are, dil 
poſed over all the parts of our world, which 
they: actuate, and on that account are theſe 
Angelical Spirits here ſtiled % ſpirit of 
Ae. From the diurnal rotation of the 
Earth ariſes the diſtinction of day and night: 
by the different ſtages of it's annyal revolu- 
tion round the Sun, that great. Principle of 
heat, are. diſtinguiſhed the different ſeaſons 
of the year, ſpring, ſummer, autumn, and 
winter, which in his wiſdom the Almighty 155 
bas conſtituted to be the general courſe of 

our worldly Hem. 2 

In verſe 13th were pointed out to us s the 
| apparent motions. of our world, but in 
theſe two laſt verſes we ſee the real, motions 3 


5 diſcloſed, 


v. 21. 
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VF. 21. When thoſe (the living creatures) 


went, theſe (the wheels) wont, and when 


thoſe flood, theſe doo; and when thoſe werb 


tifted up from the varth, "the wheels alſo were 
lifted up together, and followed them: 1 5 
the fpirit of lift whs in the wheels. TEA 
We have ſhewn' that the wheels are a res 
pPreſentation uf the aſſemblage of the earth 
and it's ambient ſpheres, and that tb: the 


motions given to the wheels as they make 


part of the Chariot of God; The Almighty 


fits upon a throne above the heads of che 


Cherubims, as we ſhall ſee a few verſts be- 
low, and according to his direction the 


Cherubims move in carrying him, and fc- 


cording to the motion of the Cherubim G 


the wheels move in concert and as it were 


ſpontaneouſly, being actuated by the ſub-⸗ 
ordinate Angelic Spirits, who are the Spirit 
of life that reſides in the wheels. If the 
2 Cherubims went or proceeded along” the 


G ſurſace 


wheels: dre imparted motions ſimilar to th 
fetal motions" of the earth with it's ſpheres: 
In the preſent text ſeem to be expreſſed the 
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or followed; if the Cherubims ſtood; as we 
ſhall ſee verſe 25th that they did whenever 
the Almighty above ſpoke to give his com- 
mands, then likewiſe the wheels flood : if 
the Cherubims were, lifted uß from the earth 
to proceed to any diſtant place, as to the 
gate of the temple, Chap. 10. v. 19. the 
wheels were inſtantaneouſly. alſo, liſted up 
by the attending Angels, and regularly. fol- 
oed the Cherubims. In this manner all 


the parts of the Chariot of God are uni- 


; formly moyed by that infinite company of 
Angels who ever attend him. —Beſides, the 
_ continual attendance of the wheels upon. 
the Cherubims ſeems to indicate the con- 
ſtant watch the Cher ubims keep over the 
world, and that they never loſe ſight of 
any part of it, wherever they move; ſo 
careful is their adminiſtration : it allo ſhews 
chat the Angels or Eyes, diſtributed in all 
the parts of the wheels or of the Univerſe, | 
give cloſe attention to the orders and direc- 
tions of the Cherubims, to execute them. 
| „ 
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v. 22. And over the heads of the living 1255 


aer was the likeneſs of a firmament, as 
the appearance of cryſtal terrible to behold , 
and ſtretched out over their heads above. 
here appeared over the heads of the four 
broing creatures or Cherubiins, as they ſtood 
upon the earth, the likenefs. or reſemblance 
of a firmament, which had the appearance 
of Cryſtal or the tranſparency of Cryſtal. 
This kind of Cryſtalline firmament repre- 
ſents the lower part of our ſky, which for 
it's tranſparency is like to cryſtal. It ex- 
tends to ſome height above the ſurſace of 
the earth, and this is clearly inſinuated by 
it's being ſtretched out above; and it com- 
prehends our atmoſphere with the region 
of the ſuperior waters: This ſky appeared 
to the Prophet as terrible to behold, on ac- 
count of it's exhibiting a diſordered ſtate. of 
the air and the clouds, threatening . ſtorms, 
hurricanes, hail, thunder and lightning, & &c. 
ſent by the terrible hand of Gogh in 1 anger 
to chaſtiſe mankind. | . 
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ns, 23. And under the firmament were 
their wings frraight the one towards the 
oth every one with two wings covered his 
| gs the ather Was covered i an lake = 
ner. 

Under tie firmament or _ our * 
iy, as the Cherubims then ſtood upon or 
near to che earth, their wings were {lretched 
_ entina frraight line towards one anther, 

: that i is, two auings of each Cherubim were 
ſlretched out and joined by their ends two 
wings of two other Cherubims, in the man- * 
ner explained verſe gth, which poſture of 
their wings ſhews that the Cherubims were 
ready to move and proceed at the word of 
Him who ſat above, and for reſpect to his 
Divine Majeſty they covered their bodies with 
their other two wings. 

V. 24. And I heard the noiſe o their 
wings, like the noiſe of many. waters, as it 
were the noiſe of the moſt high Gad - when 

they walked, it was lite the nooſe ofa mul- 
titude, like the noiſe of an army : and when 
they flood, ther 50 were on down. 


v. 25. 


"= Hood. and let 3 ! wings. 
The noi of the Cl 
flew, through the air, was 

many. water or like the noiſe of A roar- 
ing tempeſtuous ſea ready to 
, reproſeating the terrifying noiſe of 
we epprbach of the melt high God coming 
in his wrath ta infli puniſhments. 
me Chembims walked, che noiſe 
der was glarming and ſtruck ; 
of & multitude os the noiſe of - 
. r er approaching: 8 


of. l God angry and threatning-” 
OY 1 


But 
8 the firmamunt that mas. 
1 over their heads, where he fat hon his 


* 


? 8 a 
1 arg ED 5 
= > C — Ln 


tO 8 
28 By” 


db 
(9s. 


as EXPLICATION or 


ub the likeneſs of the throne was a. tiene : 
as of the ers of 's a "man above _ 
. | 

Above the Sram n ende up- 5 
; wards over the heads of the Cherubims, : 
there appeared a beautiful object like a 
throne, which ſeemed to be of a ſubſtancte 
reſembling the Sapphire: Mone. We ſaw be- 
fore, that” the appearance ＋7 6 a firmament 
over the heads of the Cherubims really ex- 
hibited our lower iy, which, as we ob- 
ſerved, reaches to a conſiderable hei ght : fo 
here the likeneſs or reſemblance of a Throne 
Sapphire: ſtone indicates the upper iky, 
which is of a fine blue colour like that of 
the Sapphire: None. This ſuperior ſky is, 
according to the general notion of n 
. higheſt viſible region of our world. 

In the beginning of this Prophecy 1 
oak 4. we ſaw the Heavens of this Univerſe 
Kid open, and their real compoſiti ition ex- 
poſed to vie w, conſiſting of three ſpheres, 
of air, water, and fire: here we are pre- 
n with aview of the fame heavens, as 
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they appear to tlie eye and are comm 
underſtood, conſiſting an inferior 


ſuperior dF or 8 an extenſive tky: divided 


andi Stars. Sj ee ee ee . 


Then, uon the-likeneſs of a ane 
was the Aatenge or reſemblance of \a mai, 
that is, the Almi himſelf in the form of 

4 man, as is ſufficiently. cleat from 2 
_ 20th: of Chap. 10. where it is ſaid: Ne dr 
the living creature (or Cherubim) whick T 
Chobar. The Almighty is therefore here at 
laſt repreſented as ſitting, E cine | 
1 


bis dominion over Alb ce f 


him and the globe ur at 5 
he thence directs the 


governs our world In the "Am NG 
view does the Royal Plaluiſt alſo repreſeais: 
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charges; the Prophet begins this new 
wick ham, in the ſame manner as he 
the beginning of the Viſton. 
w, us it were, 
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fo che events are figwed by thole different ſb * I 
% appearances on the body of the Divine Wc, 
. Perſpi by which are 57 20 th& . 
Thus, from his loins a 5 
mighty appeared lle 
glowing with re. 
ſheweg the Min 
mittar miner a 
4th. Pere You % 
, ſeourges' on the. 1* TY Ju a 
. -+Holatry a and other crimes, and un 
over rr country; and in particular he 
city and temple of Jeruſglew, wich irs WS i ' 
ally were ſoon! after RY fo: 1 + 3 


noſdr nnd then again aſtef a courſe of Years 
by the Romans.—One may er vt chat 
this repreſentation of God, AS, a vivid 4 "% 14 a 
glowing fire, is conſonant te chat given b 
Moſes i in his threats againſt the Jews: Te 

Tord, thy God, is a conſuming ſtre, a Je. 
bos Cod. (Deut. c. 4. v. 24.) — Lie bf. 
BH quent effects of the Divine Wrath were tl 

Baby lonic captivity with the bier ae 
a have Ange 0 "Ty eee 
7 2 1 7 
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Jews, and will continue for a#long period 
of time, repreſented by that conſiderable 


. = of the Divine Perſon rom his loins and 
rds eee, on fire. And'theſe 


\ * o Parc tile objects an atter of the firſt part of 
þ+ 4 Prophegſs. | | 
2 Peagpd, as in were, the % 
Hines und about, as the heal ance of 


65 N. * 
ance on che Omnipotent Being gives us to- 


8 that, after he has extthced all 
kis. terti * on the Jews, as 
4 mentio above, he will then ſhew them 
Mercy, indict} by the ſhining of ſſie fire 
round about, which is an agreeable thing 
and pleaſant, like the ſunſhine. He will 
then remove their obſtinacy, will ſoften 
their hearts, and will bring them into his 


new Covenant, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 


ſignified hy the Rainbow. And this ſignal 
avour will appear the more grateful and 
valuable, as coming after a long captivity, 
alter a lang | cloud, of vine indignation, 
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which had precluded from them the geniaf | 

rays of Divine Bounty ; fo the appearance 
of the rainbow is ſaid here to be as in a 
cloud on a rainy day : in the ſame manner 


as when, after a dark, cloudy, and rainy | 


day, towards evening the rainy cloud with- 
drawing and keting the ſun free to'ſhine 
forth, there appears in the cloud a rainbow, 
which with the bright ſunſhine chears the 
heart and-enlivens the ſpirits. But as the 
bountiful and juſt God, when he diſpenſes 
his favours, generally mixes them in a cup 
of bitters; ſo will he try the fidelity of the 
Converted Jews, as gold in the fire, by mak- 
ing them paſs u a ſevere perſecution, 


ſignified by the reſemblange of fire, which 


was ſeen upon the lower part of the Di- 
vine Perſon. The perfecution here inti- 
mated will be that of Antichriſt, in which 
a large number of the Converted-Jews will 
be put to death for their faith in Chriſt, as 


ſeems to appear from the Apogglyple. 


Thus this at preſent unfortunate People, 
the Jews, will be in the laſt period of time 
1 ” -: Ma -. * reſtored 


46 
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reſtored to the favour. of their God, er be- 
come again his beloved people. In conſe- 
quence of this happy reconciliation, he will 


pour upon them, wherever they be, both 


ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings in the great- 
eſt abundance, which is pointed out by the 
fine - appearance of the brightne/s ſhining, 
round about the lower part of the Perſon of 
the Almighty. And this new. happy Rate 
of the Jews makes the ſubject of .the latter 
part of Ezechiel's Proplfecies. 
v. 29. This was the viſion of the da 
«+ the glory of the Lord. 
_ Thus was repreſented to Ezechiel the M- 


mighty in a peculiar appearance of glory 
and grandeur, ſuch as may ſuit humgn ca- 


| pacity, ſeated upon a ſhining rich throne, 


carried by four Cherubims, and attended 
by a great multitude of Celeſtial Spirits. Of 
this Viſion the Sacred Author of the book 
of Eccleſiaſticus writes: Ezechiel Jaw the 


glorious viſioꝶ which was ſhewn hanupon the. 
Chariot of Cherubims# (c. 49. v. 10.) The 


| ame form of the glorious repreſentation of 


God 46 allude t 6. 
28 when he ſays: The. 0 9 1 
Il) tended by ten thouſands,(of "EY: (am, A 
| 67. v. 18.) And. Again: 2 Tau, that futeft; 3 

upon the Cherubims, ſhine forth. (Plalng, * ; 

v. 2.) Ihe Prophet Iſaiah alſo repre = * 

Majeſty of God in the lame auguſt manner: | 8 

0. Lard of hoſts, God of Ifrael, win fittafs 

on the Cherubims,:. thou alang ert tie 

of all the kingdoms of the earth. (e. 376) 

* See alſo the rapid, courſe of the. Divine Cha- 
rlotger ngbly deſcribed , by the Rayaf H= 
milk:, He (the Lord) aſcended upon the Che. 
rubims, and be flew : he flew upon, tlie Ange 
. of the winds, (Plalm, 17. v. 1244 And this 
is agalogous to hat our Prophet ſays ge 

* - Cherubims, that they Tan and — ke 
flaſhes of beghtning. (v. 14.) N 
From the whole preceding explication wo I 
may infer, that the deſign of this Naeh 1 | 
was, 95 new the Divine Adminitraiigh, fa. — | 1 
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5 gs uayſpme obj 1 of the created ſyſtem 
2 not expreſsly .tgu n the Moſaic relation.-- 
4 The laſt part ſeems to relate to the particu 8 
lar œconomy of God over his 1 the 

I. es * 

This Viſion ens to us the Gr Ele. 

ments, fire,” air, earth, and water, of which 


our world conſiſts. Theſe elements the Al- 
y has arranged and placed in proper 
ſitnations for the uſe and benefit of Man; 
but when provoked by man's infidelity and 
ingratitude, God in his anger turns them | 
againſt him, and converts them 1 into inſtru- 
ments of chaſtiſement. Theſe divine chaf- | 
riſements tre | briefly enumerated” by the 
Pighpniit thus: Fire, hail, ſnow, ice, ſtormy 
windg, which fulfil the Lord's word. (Pfalm, 
148. v. 8.) They are alſo ſufficiently pointed 
out in the preſent Viſion, as moſt of the ob- 
4 A 8. — repreſented appear dreadful to 
Fo” A. or with an ominous and terrifying 


and ſeem to threaten miſchief : the 

„ which! is, to ſtrike terror, not on- 
* J impious part of mankind in ge- 
| neral 
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neral, as we have already intimated; but 
alſo into the jews in particular, ho at that 
time in Jeruſalem were moſt ſhamefully ad- 
dicted to Idolatry, as appears in the e 
of Ezechiel's Prophecy. e. | 
The Almighty is repreſented: no Geri 
on a bright Sapphire-Throne, and ſuperin- 
tending the whole ſyſtem of nature, which 
he directs chiefly. by the miniſtry of four 
"OY Cherubims. By them he is carried through 
all the different paris of our world from 
the upper ſphere of fire, through the water 
of the clouds, and the air, down to the 
ch, where he viſits the whole Globe: 
I dwelt in the higheſt places, and my throne 
is in a pillar of a cloud. I alone have com- YN 
pHbaſſed tis circuit of heaven, and haue pene- 
trated into the bottom of the deep, and have 
Boathed in tie waves of the fea; and have 
dd in all the earth. (Eccleſies 24. vy, &c.) 
Fhere he appears attended by innumerable | 
Angels, whom he has nen his Mi- 
Biſters, uhder the four 
'*% the —_ i T e 2 1 
* 


"Ws ———ů— — 
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F tered to trim, and ten thouſand times a hun- | 
] dred thouſand ftood before him. (Dan. o. 7. 
v. 10.) Theſe are the eyes ſeen 1 in the wheek © ? f 


BY of the Chariot, or, in all the parts of our 
4 5 world, this world itſelf being repreſented 


hy the wheels. Theſe eyes therefore or An- 
BH gelical Agents watch over mankind and 
. $ every other thing with unwearied attention; 
$ they are mighty: in ſtrength, and execute the 

Lord's'yord, hearkenang: Zo the voise of has 


He” 5 

5 a * 
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E -. 8 become geg uripted | 
1 with — of this 3 Jn; 4 2 


A many that n ww. * 1 
EReader would indulge U Us; . a 
review ef it by « ſecond” We ap- 
prehend he will be much more enabled . 
pals his judgment on the: -propricty or 
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We fre; 4 in this Viſion, a noble view of | 
the Diſpenſations of Dlvine Providence to- 
_ wards mankind. We ſee that the Almighty: 
employs a great number of Angelic Spirits. 
to attend on the human ſpecies, and to go- 
vern and direct the animals and all the other 
parts of the Creation that have any relation 
to man. The care and vigilance therefore 
of theſe heavenly Agents, as far as man's * 
exiſtence and welfare are concerned, can- 3 
not be called in queſtion. Does not ſuch a = 
beneficent Providence ſhew forth the attri- . 
bute of Divine. Goodneſs with ſuperior 
| luſtre? And ſhould not ſuch a view make 3 
impreſſion upon our minds, and raiſe in us 0 
a lively confidence in the bounty and pro- , 
tection of God. 

But as in che Supreme Being there exiſts 
a neceſſary harmony between all bis attri . 
bates, one of them cannot operate with _ WO 
diſparagement to another. If therefore on | 
one e ſide he ape the riches of his Boun- | _ 
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ty, he muſt on another ſide, in certain cir- 
cumſtances, exert the hand of Juſtice, On, 


this account, when mankind forget their 
Sovereign Benefactor or rebel againſt him, 


he riſes in his indignation, and thoſe very 


things, he had deſigned as bleſſings for them, 
he makes noxious and deſtructive. He arms 


Nature itſelf againſt his ungrateful C had- 


ren, and meaſures out his puniſhments up- 


on them in proportion to their guilt. 


That ſuch was in former ages the Divine 


Oeconomy, we ſee proved by the hiſtory 


of all nations. The wickedneſs of the peo- 
ple was the ruin of all the great Empires. 
The holy Scriptures give teſtimony of it. 


Among many examples, Ancient Rome, 
the ſeat of the greateſt empire that ever ex- 
iſted, became the victim of the anger of 


God, who cruſhed and deſtroyed her for 


the abominations of her Idolatry, and be- 


cauſe ſhe had, made herſelf drunk with the 
blood of the Chriſtian Martyrs. (Apoc. c. 
17. v. 4. 6.) In the ſame manner, for their 
iniquities were the great and glorious cities, 
: oh Ninive, 


wb. 
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® 
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Nj dives Babylon, Tyr, and Sidon, demo- 
liſhed by the hand of God. If fine, what 4 


can be A more conſpicuous example of the 4 


Divine Vengęance, than the many ſevere 
| calamities that have been at different times 
a inflicted on the Jews? , | 
The ſame courſe of Providence Holds f in 
we Chriſtian ages, as both the divine Pro- 
phecies and Hiſtory itſelf make manifeſt. 
How many Chriſtian nations ſo flouriſhing 
in former times, for their immorality and 
irreligion have been delivered up by Al- 
mighty God into the hands of Infidels and 
\ barbarous people? How many nations a- 
gain, for their abandoning the true Princi- 
ples of Religion to embrace Hereſy, have 
been over - run by mercileſs enemies and re- 
duced into ſlavery? From the view of theſe 
precedents, what is not to be fear- 


drea 


0 for the preſent age ? While we ſee ſacks 


a.neglec&. Religion, ſuch a forgetfulneſs 
of God univerſally prevall ; while we ſee a 


reſtleſs Spirit of diſſipation run through the * 


higher claſs of-mankind ; while luxury and 
. #, I 2 k extra- 


EZECHIELs VISIO * 


0 a 


8 


8 pxPLICATION on- 


extravagance are every day riſing ; ; while 
freethinking and a general degeneracy in 
. morals are wearing off the image of God 

impreſſed on the human foul ; while we P 
ſee, I fay, ſuch a tide of irtcligion and im- 

morality flowing on, in direct oppoſit tion to 
the Sanctity and commands of the Almighty, 
can his Juſtice with-hold, it's weapons 
When his Mercy is abuſed, muſt not his 
Juſtice ſtrike ? And effectually we ſee the 
ſhafts of his anger already flying abroad. 
How numerous are the calamities that afflict 
Chriſtendom in theſe days? What havock 
is made by Inundations? What terrible de- 
ſtruction and ruinous work done by Earth- 
quakes,? What ſtriking diſaſters by Light- 
ning ? Don't we frequently ſee the diſmal 
effects of a noxious air in contagious diſ- 
tempers that attack the (beaſts and cen the 
| Hyman ſpecies ? Who does not obſet 
_ conſtant irregularities. that bapßen 1 
ſeaſons of late yea? pring can ſearee be 
faid now to be ſpring; 7} mmer is no more 
ſummer, n r autumn any more autumn. Such 


gu- vis 


3 abteſſarily produce fatal 4 f . 
quences. I Ob ruct vegetation in the 
fruits of the "ca. che failing oß which be- 
caſions that ſe cy and c diſtreſWhich have 
been ſo much xperience®; or elſe > 


F 


Productions o abeeſlary f for human ** 
es duly nouriſhed, of, : matured, ic 4 | 
+ © noxious quality ; — urgful to 
Bohlen. Firg, hail, fag wndjfcath, * 

"7 crented for vengeatcey! 


bor the mention on, kheſe 
out to api Münking pe > obſervation 
ob others. OY r . 4 
hp the Allaigttty i in his wrath raiſee up 8 
"hs; four W water, air, and 
fire, againſt ady and turns them into 
inſtruments of ohaſtiſeggent, conformably 
as he repreſerted them in the above Viſion 
0 Ezechiely 7e fihd the ſame exertion of 
Divine Juſti® fg. ſet g Preh in various other pla- 
ces of holy Seripth let us 
Wil ge The Lord's zeal 
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Fo hall 0 all lie carb ta 

and wicketne/5ajh,801 9 overthigozy. 

F the" mighty. (Book of 8 9 + 

18, &e.) . 

Hut this view of the grasen | 

is aggravated by bother fi 81 deploty.* 
me ble, which 1 is that the 77 af people. 
i pay Iitle « or no reg: | | 


JE daily to run higher, and will in all preba-⸗ « 
I © bility gradually "riſe fill it arrives at thak 3 4 
pitch,” of which our Sahiour ſaid: When, the " = 
« =” bn of. man Jhall came, do you think he bill. . MJ 
| Find faith upon earth? ( N 
What kind of proſpect | 
afford us of the future? No ochen but that 
our misfortunes and calamities will go on 
5 * increaſing in proportion with our” vices, * "2 
An at laſt the Almighty let go the torrent 7 


Tae Ye « 9. Eraſe the Ne, Thos the bick-wing of the t 
join * . 

25 8. for Elmentary, read Elementary, 

line ao For Ecelel. wad. Eccleſiaſticus. 
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